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Thank you for hosting a fundraiser for the West County Detention Facility Community Fund. The work put into 
organizing a fundraiser is a bold act of solidarity and a step forward to achieve our common goals: 
 

● Free all of the people who were transferred from the West County Detention Facility so that they can be 
reunited with their families, many of whom live in the Bay Area.  

● Uplift the financial burden on families who struggle finding financial resources to pay for phone calls, travel, 
bonds, lawyer fees, etc.  

 
Goals for Fundraisers 

● Raise money for bonds, travel, emergency funds, phone calls, and others expenses that families have when a 
loved one is detained.  

● Share the stories of Bay Area families that are being supported by WCDF Community Fund. 
● Educate the community about the current immigration system that focuses on incarceration rather than 

hospitality and relief. 
 

PITCH FOR A SHORT PROGRAM 
(10 MINUTES) 

Thank you for considering to donate  to the West County Detention Facility Community Fund. The work put 
into organizing a fundraiser is a bold act of solidarity and a step forward to achieve our common goals. 
 
Host's Introduction  

● Share your personal family's history of immigrating to the U.S., if applicable. What inspired you to host this 
fundraiser? 

Context of West County Detention Facility’s ICE Contract (2010-2018) 
● In 2010,  the Contra Costa County Sheriff Office entered into a contract with ICE to rent out a part of the 

West County Jail to be an immigration detention center. Sheriff Livingston announced in July 2018 that he 
was ending the contract in 120 days. However, within a month, ICE rapidly transferred people to other 
detention facilities. Individuals who had scheduled bond hearings were transferred without prior notice to 
immigration attorneys, which directly violates their right to due process, right to access to their attorney, 
right to present locally based witnesses, and right to a bond hearing. 

●  Immigrants who are released on bond during their case and find legal representation are about 8 
times more likely win their cases than those who remain incarcerated and unrepresented. Immigrants 
held in detention centers are: forced to navigate complex immigration laws and procedures without legal 
representation; put in danger of losing public benefits, jobs, housing, and healthcare; more likely to lose 
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their cases; unable to provide for their families; and subject to the distress of incarceration itself. 
Immigrants, and their families, who cannot afford to post bond are punished just for being poor. 

● While in the long run, ending Contra Costa County’s incarceration of immigrant detainees is a step 
towards ending immigration detention, the action by the Sheriff is not yet a full victory. It will not be a real 
victory unless and until all ICE detainees are released and reunited with their families. The ultimate victory 
will be the end of immigration detention, not merely the end of one contract. 

Pitch and Instructions to Donate 
● WCDF Community Fund helps to lift the financial burden on immigrant families to pay for their loved ones’ 

bonds, travel expenses, phone calls, and emergency needs. Immigrants, and their families, who cannot 
afford to post bail are punished just for being poor. 

● Since July, this community fund has successfully freed 33 people from immigration detention, thanks to 
generous donations from the community like yourselves. The fund can only be replenished by donations 
from folks like yourselves that believe in fair treatment of our immigrant neighbors. 

● You can donate directly to the website bit.ly/reunitebayfams from your phone. Or if you prefer to write a 
check, please make it out to Freedom for Immigrants with the memo “WCDF Fund”. 

Thank you so much. 
 

SUGGESTED PROGRAM FOR A PRESENTATION 
(NOTE: Please adapt this program to best suit your audience or type of fundraiser) 

 
Presentation total 30-35 minutes 

Introduction (5-10 minutes) 
Host's Introduction 

● Share your personal family's history of immigrating to the U.S., if applicable. 
● How are you connected to our organization or this fundraising campaign? (Immigration Vigil, 

Interfaith Coalition Meetings, Sanctuary Convening, etc). 
● What inspired you to host this fundraiser? 

Vision and purpose of Interfaith Movement for Human Integrity 
"IM4HumanIntegrity is a California-based organization that advances social justice by engaging clergy and lay 

people of faith in the work of transformative social justice. Since its founding, it has inspired faith communities 
in California to take a stand and bear higher truths that defend the sacred worth and dignity of each person and 
the belief that we are one human family." 

 
"The work of Interfaith Movement for Human Integrity is made for times like these. Although the issue of 

separating families in detention centers is not new, it is undoubtedly more dangerous and troubling. Decades of 
attitudes and laws that dehumanize, demonize and stigmatize immigrants and people of color as the “other” 
have justified today’s mass incarceration, immigration detention and deportation systems. " 

 
Interactive introduction question(s) for the audience to share with the person next to them. 
What is your name and your personal family's immigration story? 
Who here knows someone who has been in immigration detention or prison? 
When have you felt accompanied by your local community in a time you needed it? 
 

Talking points on the West County Detention Facility (10 minutes) 
NOTE: It is up to fundraiser host as to how to present this material 

(powerpoint, handout, small brochure, etc.) 
● In 2010,  the Contra Costa County Sheriff Office entered into a contract with ICE to rent out a part of the 

West County Jail to be an immigration detention center. Sheriff Livingston announced in July 2018 that he 
was ending the contract in 120 days. However, within a month, ICE rapidly transferred people to other 
detention facilities. Individuals who had scheduled bond hearings were transferred without prior notice to 
immigration attorneys, which directly violates their right to due process, right to access to their attorney, 
right to present locally based witnesses, and right to a bond hearing. 
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● A coalition of community based organizations that manage the WCDF Community Fund are committed 
to following the people that were transferred from WCDF and supporting their families to fight for the 
right to having bond hearings in San Francisco Immigration Court.  

● While in the long run, ending Contra Costa County’s incarceration of immigrant detainees is a step 
towards ending immigration detention, the action by the Sheriff is not yet a full victory. It will not be a 
real victory unless and until all ICE detainees are released and reunited with their families. The ultimate 
victory will be the end of immigration detention, not merely the end of one contract. 

● We are calling for alternatives to immigration detention: be released on parole or bond, using ICE’s 
prosecutorial discretion and community alternatives to detention that are effective and  humane for the 
entire family and community.  

  
Stories of the families (10 minutes) 

Due to the work and life schedule of the impacted families, we cannot guarantee that someone can attend to provide 
live testimony at every fundraiser; however you are welcome to share the stories of a current impacted family 
that will be helped by the WCDF Community Fund. 

Story Resource: Documentary Video featuring the Lopez Family: Youtube Video (7 minutes) 
 
Demands for Family Reunification: We support these families and others who are currently separated because of 

detention. These are their demands that we want to support: 
1. Family Reunification through Alternatives to Detention: ICE officials should use their discretion to release 

all current detainees so they can be reunited with their families and loved ones. 
2. Right to Due Process: Every person is entitled to due process regardless of immigration status. Those who 

have been transferred should be able to continue to be represented by their lawyer at their bond hearing in 
order to request liberation from detention and reunification with family. 

           
Pitch for Donations 

Pitch: "Today we need your help to support families in our local communities and neighborhoods who have been 
impacted by ICE detention. Impacted families are journeying on a long road to justice, and they need our long-term 
solidarity. We want to make sure that no one is stuck in immigration detention just because they cannot pay their bond. 
We want to ensure that people are released as quickly as possible. One concrete way to help is to make a donation today. 

● It costs $10,000 on average to bond one person out and reunite them with their family. 
● If we raise $5,000 here today, could we find someone in our networks to match this? 
● If we raise $1,000 here today, could we find four other people to host their own fundraisers in the next week 

or so - to extend the community’s support against this unjust system? 
● [so on and so forth!] 

 
 

Instructions to make the donations 
All donations will go directly to the West County Detention Facility Community Fund. 

This is a partnership between Interfaith Movement for Human Integrity, Freedom for Immigrants, the Contra Costa 
County Immigrant Rights Alliance, the Immigrant Family Defense Fund, and California Immigrant Policy Center. 

The fund is managed by Freedom for Immigrants. 
 

1. People can pay directly on their mobile devices by visiting bit.ly/reunitebayfams 
2. Checks can be written out to Freedom for Immigrants with the memo “WCDF Fund”. Please mail them 

to 1322 Webster St, Suite 300, Oakland CA 94612. 
Note: Please do not write a check to IM4Human Integrity, this will delay the process of adding to the fund and 
assisting families. 
 
We want to know the impact you have made! Please notify us how much you raised to help us keep 
track. 
Email directly : Miriam Noriega mnoriega@im4humanintegrity.org/ (510) 761-7292 
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Additional ways people can directly support 

(Note: we are NOT collecting food, clothing, or other materials) 
 

● Become a sponsor: Some of those detained may need housing sponsors (US citizen or Lawful Permanent 
Resident) in order to be granted release. Sponsors provide food and shelter for 1-6 months.  
● Print handout: FAQ Sponsorship 

● Join A Su Lado (By Your Side): volunteer for one day to accompany a family for a bond hearing. The 
chances for a person to be released on bond is higher with presence of community at their bond hearing. 
● E-mail Hugo Lopez, hlopez@im4humanintegrity.org 

● Join Friends Afuera: Be a pen pal and write to a person detained in ICE detention. There are a lot of people 
who do not have family or community support and deeply appreciate connection to the outside community. 
● E-mail Hugo Lopez, hlopez@im4humanintegrity.org 

● If you know someone with a loved one in ICE detention in need of support or resources, reach out to 
Rebecca Merton at Freedom for Immigrants, rmerton@freedomforimmigrants.org.  
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